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ABSTRACT
Baju Kurung has existed over more than 600 years ago. It has been the pride and 
heritage of the Malay society since the Great Malaccan Sultanate in the IS*** Century. 
Since then, Baju Kurung has gone through some changes, which include its length, 
cut and shape, fabrics, style and coordination. Baju Kurung name is well- known to 
Malaysian society especially to the Malay people. It is common that any garment that 
resemblance the form of Baju Kurung is often called Baju Kurung (Moden). Due to 
this assumption, this research tends to construct an understanding that draws the line 
between traditional Baju Kurung and Baju Kurung Moden. Hence, the character 
definition of Baju Kurung is clearly drawn. The research looks at historical study of 
the Baju Kurung through references of historical literature, journals and visual 
evidence (photographic documentations) obtained from the libraries, museums, 
National Archive Malaysia and personal collections. A study of samples of man’s and 
woman’s Baju Kurung constructed a systematic analysis to document the Baju 
Kurung’s workmanship, measurement and fabric choice during a certain period of 
time. From historical study, literature review of current trend and the study of the 
Baju Kurung samples the research successfully trace the chronology of the 
development of Baju Kurung in the Peninsular of Malaysia. Unstructured interviews 
were conducted with people who were involved with Baju Kurung industries, 
academia, traditionalists and maker. The issues that incorporate Baju Kurung 
traditional identity is solved by categorization of the garments into several different 
groups according to their style and character. The identity of traditional Baju Kurung 
is strengthened by imparting the method of evaluation of Malay aesthetic principles to 
the garment. This will be an added value to the existing character definition of Baju 
Kurung. Character definition of the traditional Baju Kurung will protect the Baju 
Kurung from being misused by fashion industries. Based on the development of the 
Baju Kurung it is believed that Baju Kurung will continue to inspire modem Malay 
garments in the future. It is hoped that this research will be a major reference in future 
study in related field.
Ill
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
My deepest appreciation goes to Associate Prof. Dr. Norwani Md Nawawi (Thesis 
Advisor) for her continuous guidance and encouragement towards the completion of 
this thesis -  The Evolution and Transformation of Baju Kurung in the Peninsular of 
Malaysia. I wish to express my sincere gratitude to Prof. Dr. Haji Mustaffa Halabi 
Haji Azahari, Dean of Faculty of Art & Design and Dr. Arba’iyah Abdul Aziz, 
Deputy Dean (Academic).
I would also like to thank Associate Prof Dr. Baharuddin Ujang and Prof. Dr. Dzul 
Haimi Md. Zin for their support and guidance in my studies. Thank you to YM Raja 
Fuziah Raja Sir Tun Uda (National Council Heritage), YM Tengku Ismail Tengku Su 
(Allahyarham, Patron of Terengganu Songket), Puan Zubaidah Sual (Foimder of 
Cashmere Gallery), Puan Ramlah Latif (Conservator, Muzium Terengganu), Encik 
Shafie Ahmad (Yayasan Warisan Johor) and Encik Salikin Sidek (Fashion Designer).
I am also gratefiil for the assistance given by the staffs of Perpustakaan Tun Abdul 
Razak, UiTM, Perpustakaan Tun Uda, Selangor, Pusat Pendokumentasian, Dewan 
Bahasa dan Pustaka and National Archive Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur. I am very 
thankfiil for the scholarship from Ministry of Higher Education (MOHE) and 
University Technology MARA (UiTM), Malaysia, which has made this research 
possible. My appreciation also goes to former lecturers and colleagues in Fashion 
Design Department FSSR, Associate Prof Mohammad Najib Md. Nor and Hajah 
Kalsom Muda.
Last but not least, thank you to my parents Haji Aris Haji Abdul Majid and Hajah 
Ainan Haji Jantan and dearest husband, Suzlee Ibrahim who have been supportive. To 
my dearest children Danny Hilman, Hanny Qarera and Danny Hidzwan, sisters who 
often had to do my quick translations and editing Azlina, Aslinda, Annies Afizah and 
Adlene; I thank you all for your help and support. Finally thank you to friends Dr. 
Salwa Ayob, Dr. Mumtaz Hj. Mokhtar, Dr. Rafeah Legino, Mastura Haji Mohd. Jarit, 
Saemah Yusof, Nazirah Mohd Ba’ie, Hasma Ahmad, Rose Dahlina Rush and Norizan 
Sajar; without you people this journey would be less colourful!
IV
TABLE OF CONTENTS
Page
AUTHOR’S DECLARATION i i
ABSTRACT i i i
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS iv
TABLE OF CONTENTS V
LIST OF TABLES X
LIST OF FIGURES x i i
CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION
1.1 Introduction 1
1.2 Background of the Research 1
1.3 Definition of Traditional Baju Kurung 3
1.4 Statement of the Problem 10
1.5 Objective of the Study 11
1.6 Scope of the Study 12
1.7 Limitation 12
1.8 Delimitation 13
1.9 Research Methodology 13
1.9.1 Literature Review 14
1.9.2 Object-Based Research 14
1.9.3 Related Theories 17
1.10 Significance of the Study 18
1.11 Summary 18
CHAPTER TWO: THE MALAY PENINSULA
2.1 Introduction 20
2.2 History of the Malay Peninsula 20
2.3 The Malay Kingdoms 22
2.4 The Peninsular of Malaysia 25
2.5 Early Residents of the Malay Peninsula 28
